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Over the past three years the global wind turbine market has seen explosive growth in 
terms of competitors, capacity investments, and project orders as the industry races to 
keep up with booming global demand.  Scaling exponentially in nearly all dimensions—
including the size of turbines, projects, and buyers — the industry is generating enormous 
opportunities for all players, as well as challenges to improve competitiveness and position 
wind energy as a long-term, reliable source of power generation.   

EER’s new market study, Global Wind Turbine Markets and Strategies, 2008-2020, 
provides the most comprehensive analysis available of global wind turbine markets, 
including the strategies of leading turbine manufacturers and their component suppliers, 
the competitive positioning of these players in the global market, and the challenges they 
face going forward.  Key trends highlighted in the study include:  

 Competition among wind turbine OEMs is rapidly intensifying as growth 
extends to new regions, encouraging start-ups of new manufacturers while 
pushing leading suppliers to expand their sales and production globally.   

 
 Turbine prices, and the costs of installation, have trended upward over the 

last four years after nearly a decade of cost reductions per megawatt of 
nameplate capacity.  The global market’s boom in demand has clearly shifted the 
industry from a buyer’s to a seller’s market in the past three years, with 
corresponding price increases.   
 

 Multiple players moving on 2 MW and above segment: Vestas and Enercon—
pioneers in 2 MW and larger turbines—are aiming to protect their share of this 
market.  However, multiple proven machines from Gamesa, Siemens, 
Suzlon/REpower, Alstom/Ecotecnia and others are providing buyers more 
options.   

 
 Component suppliers face new challenges to keep pace with turbine demand, 

calling for major production capacity investments in the multi-megawatt segment, 
as well as a focus on local supply in booming new markets while keeping costs 
competitive.   

 
Exhibit: Global Wind Turbine Flow Overview 
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